e
ot [Fdysmith™

~

i E

i




hat brought it all about

Tuesday, October 27, 2009 Page 3

Kin Zwnte/Brown uive (Playgre

m.sao;smr\ncmomc\s.com

The Chronicle_— since 1908

NewWws

Playground considered unsafe

The p\ayground at Kinsmen Park in Ladysmith is going to be demolished

Allison Vail
THE CHHONIELE
The playgm\nml at Kinsmen Park has to
be ripped out and dismant ted because of
qafety isSUeS.
The park's wood is rotting and there
are NOw problems with the structural "
integrity of the park, which was built 14 ; -
years ag0 hy the Kinsmen, & volunteer ¢ L Al % ;
arganization. ; 101 . : - <
Orange snow fence surrounds the park, Olrwg lnal m«l nsmen
and one of the pienic tables. Holes in the . )’g”o nd Ww
wood are visible, as are pewer portions
of wood where the town replaced planks
or boards.
patrick Durban, director of parks, said
{he worst parts of the playgrnund have
already been removed.
Town council decided on Monday (Oct-
‘ﬁé‘&g‘;&*'“‘ tho Kinsen before k- yingmen Kidland 1118 surrounded by orange fencing © keep people off the playground,
gmund down, The met, and e =
g & which dity staff say is unsafe and rotten.

P o i

“fthas unforomately becomo-\my wrgent
that we deal with this,” Dhurban said at
the council meeting. “It’s hecome a safety W

ground was puilt with pressure treated paterson said the Kinsmen never
ood and has Jasted longer than the other thought the park would rot because they
used pressure treated wood and stained

jssue that we have 10 deal with. two playgrounds.

The Kinsmen have 10 adjust to the “qt Tast longer than the other two put it every two years-

removal of what Duck Paterson, it his mgmho.r,‘ Hutchins said- It ncrcrenwred our minds that gxadua.\-
ly the weather would take hold.” Paterson

not a councillor, calls  The jayground is & highlight. The Boys
“their baby. and Girls Club from Nanaimo comes 1o
“Fgr,someone come and say we're play on it in the summer.

'_' {0 take it fout) it hurts,” Paterson “ft's a huge, huge attraction,” Hutchins among Some Kinsme! bers that the
said. “That playground . there's noth- said. “We do have a chalienge 10 replace 0w did not take care ofthe playgmund
inglike it anywhere else around. The it” as well as it should have.

i ground up.” Turban said the plnygmund would cost #1 honestly pelieve the towT tried very

$200,000 to $300,000 10 replace and he hard,” Paterson gaid, “The town has 10
We understand

s o remove damaged 0f rotten piec-  has already asked staff to investigate protect the community-
‘es and replace them. playgm\md grants. that”
But Durban said there is 2 giructural  New playground regulations have peen  He said e doesn’t know if anything
issue now and there is rot it the beams established since the Kinsmen built the ~ more could have beent done to save the
and joints. popular gite 14 years ago. New play- playgmlmd.

“You ean push your finger through some  grounds can't evenbe built on pea gravel, “The botton line is it's got to come
of these beains, e said, “We've already becaus® of accessibility issues for chil- down,” Paterson saifd.
! S. dren with phys’mal disabilities- e said he hopes ihe town and the
“We just need to eliminate the risk.” On Friday, Dhurhan said staff would talk  Kinsmen and other community groups
At the couneil eeting, Hutehins said  onOct. 26 about how 10 remove ihe play-  can work together 1@ build a new pro-
this is the third Kinsmen p\aygmund ground and it would probably take three ann.
the town has had to remove. Two ear- 1o fowr days. “1 think {here's a lot of respect for the
Tier parks ¥ removed from locations  “We'll have to probably remove some of club,” Paterson said), “We're going 1o o

around Ladysmith. The current play: the graw:l." Durban added.

role as a Kinsmen,
3 said.
Paterson said there are some feelings
i men

hedp.”

Above is the article from the October 27, 2009 Ladysmith Chronicle
explaining about the need to remove the original playground.

These pictu
res sh
origin :;;(s.ome of the rot in the structural i
insmen Playground at Kin Pa k“"ea in the
rk.
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Ladysmith, B5.C.

Kin Canada

Kinsmen Club
ofLadysmith

Our response to the community’s need

When the Town of Ladysmith informed
us that they had to take down the Kinsmen
Playground at Kin Park/Brown Dr. it was
more disappointment than it was surprise.
Not only had our club built the playground
back in 1995 but we had designed it as well.
We had done all the fundraising, scrounging
of materials and labour and all the other
legwork to make it happen. The playground
had become very popular and needed.

The north end of Ladysmith would have
NO playground area for children or families
to go to! Children now a days do not get
enough exercise or opportunity to use their
imaginations in a productive environment.
It gave families a place to have time
outdoors together.

When we made the decision to rebuild
a new playground at Kin Park we realized
that times and rules had changed. Projects
now had to be “child proof”. They had to
be designed so that the liability risks were
minimized. No longer were we able to “go
out and build a playground”, we had to get

partners.

Our club is very fortunate in that we have
great rapport with the Town of Ladysmith.
Over the years the projects we have done
have been very successful and the Town
knew that if Kinsmen said they were going
to do something... it would be done and
done well!

Projects such as playgrounds also cost
big dollars! We knew that and the days
of bottle drives, walk-a-thons, etc, to raise
the amount of money needed to build such
structures were over. We needed partners.
Our club went out to the community and
they saw that there was a need for a new
playground and many answered the call.

The responses we started to get really
added to the momentum we already had.
The Town put money in their budget as well
we had received confirmation of a grant
from the Province of BC. We went on a
letter writing campaign and that not only
brought more dollars but was instrumental
in increasing the awareness.

Other groups also recognized the need
and were quick to help out the Kinsmen.
The local Fraternal Order of Eagles as well
as Branch 171 of the Legion got involved.
The Chamber of Commerce also supported
the project as well as a grant from the
Nanaimo Foundation and the Co-Op.

The local Credit Union also saw the
benefits of children and family activities,
and like they do with almost every
community project, they contributed
$10,000.

The pastor from the Oceanview
Community Church also approached us
and they wanted to become part of the
playground. This has turned into a very
great partnership and not only did they do
their own fundraising for the playground,
they also turned out for all the workparties
and fundraisers.

For each phase we had many volunteers
from different organizations. It might have
the Kinsmen name on it, but the playground
was truly a community effort.

| KInsPIRATION

Kinsmen Club
+ Community
= One BIG

Success
Story

by LIFE MEMBER KIN DUCK PATERSON
Project Chair, Ladysmith Kinsmen Club

1's umazing whal can be done when 8 need is brought (o
peoples” attention and a strong group tukes lesdership,

When the Ladysmith, BC, Kinsmen rallied to rebuild the
Kin Park Adventure Playground in our lown, we took many
courses of setion to make il happen and witnessed amuzing
support. from the entire commumity,

In the spring of 2010, the Town o Ladysmith bud to
dismumtle the adventure playground our Kinsmen club built
15 yeurs prior due o structural damige.

We decaded to rebuild u new playveround beciuse it was
the only spot where kids could actively “be™ and, with the
incrensing coneern over child obm.ly und lack of exercise,
we fgured we had to do

Sum:ul‘u::mummhmwanmilommmbule s0.a Kin
Purk Adventure Pluyground committee wis formed. It didn't
tuke Jong for everyone o gel into high gear.

A Professional Partner

The club contacizd Henderson Playground Equipment
snd supplied them with the specs of the former playground.
Working with the committes, Henderson came up with o
three-phased plan to ged the playground rebuill. In total, the
cost wies over 5225,000, with Phase 1 being almost 380,000,
Municipal Support

The commities frst approsched the town to nform them
of our pluns, Town council wiss very enthusinstic and eventually
pledged balf of the Phise 1 budgel,

Extensive Media Coverage
The Ladysmith Chemainus Chronicle was contacted with the

plisyground plans und they provided very good covernge
throughout the project, The committes kept them nformed of
what we wene doing, the various findraising activities and who
wats helping, The Chronicle published numerous and engoing
urticles 1o keep the community sware and up @ dite.
Partnering with other Community Groups

The puster from Ocemview Commumity Church asked the club
if they could help, He wanted (o get his congregstion involved
in cormmumity events and he becume known to us as the “Pustor
Drude,™ Al the church’s Easter service, they held their own
fundraiser and turned over o check for $5,267.27!

Hosting 2 Fun Event

In Jume: the commithee decided o have o “Root Beer & Burgers™
fnmily event st the local Aggie Hall. We ordersd burgers, buns
and fixings for 250 people from the Forty-Ninth Parallel Grocery
{who donated everything, much to our surprise). The local A&W
donated prizes and their mascol made a guest sppearance.

‘When the doors opened uf 4 pam.. almest 150 people were
lined upl!! What started off o3 & ruiny day turned inlo a nice
afternoon and the crowd ended up going oulside mnd baving
a family pienic which was really cool. By 5 pan., we ran out
of food and hiad to run back to the 49th Parallel to gel more...
which they supplied with no problem.

Wie b face painters, bulloon sculplors, garmes for kids and
other fun sctivities, The Pastor Dude und members of his
wongregation basically took over the kilchen and Pastor Dude
himself burbecued all the hot dogs, It was o HUGE Gimily fun
time and o greal success,

Diversifying with a Garage Sale

In Seplember, the commitlee hosted o gimi garage sale in
partnership with the Festival of Lights commitiee. Our phone
gz off the wall with folks wanting to donate items, The sule
wits 50 lurge that we had 10 set up the day before and we used
nol enly the Festival of Lighs building but their pazking lot
and the parking lot for the cemetery as well,

Onve § om. arived... it was bedlam! Huge crowds continued
altmost all day, We were fortunate that members of the Pestival
of Ligghts also belped. Everybody walked away wiih their bangiins
and we walked info the local credit union with over 52,800,
Public Appes! Campaign

A letter writing carmpaign appealed (o all aren onganizations,
businesses and individuals, The letters expluined the projest,
whirt 1t wass about and whast we needed... which was basically
money. The support was umazing, Muny, many donativns come
in. Kids onganized cookie and lemonade stands and one group
of Litthe girls raised $165 in less than four hours near the park.

The Ladysmith & District Credit Union, which backs virtually
every activity in town, came forward with $10,000. The local
Tim Hertons donsted $2,000 plus all the coffee, ele. for cur
wuork parties, Even companies that do work for the Town cume
om bourd with domutions,

APRIL / AVRI AACAZINE

More Root Beer & Burgers

In November, the committee decided to bost a second oot
beer und burger event with o twist. We screened the children's
movie, “Hew To Truin Your Dragen.” Onee again, Forty-ninth
Parallel procery and the folks from Oveasnview Church stepped
forwand 10 ensure we held another winner,
Timeky Municipal Support

The Town informed us that they had budgeted balf the cost
of Phisse 1 in their 2011 budget!!!] We were on T Wi We
pluced the wrder with Hend ! md
reguested o March completion date,

An Oversight Gamers More Local Support

Mroh rolled around and we realized the site needed
preparstion. There were o few things we hid forgotien. Dave
Stalker Excavating, who suppurts everything the Kinsmen club
dues, offered to donate ull the sile prep, ncluding drinage,

Lealamd Contracting heard about the project and offered to
domite the form work for retaining walls, sidewalks and whatever
else necessary! Jerry Lealand, at his expense, pul an entire crew
on the project for almost a week to muke sure we were ready
for when the playground equipment armived,
Time to Buikdl

On Friday, March 11, 2011 (almost & year w the day that the
old pluyground came down), the new playground equipment
wrrived m Ludysmith, We were really excited, except it was
probubly the worst weather we bad experienced in many, many
yeurs, The weekend was |,||J.Im;, fuor more ram with bigh winds
0 boot bul we were cummitie

Suturdisy, March 12 was Ihe l:ng work party, ¢ome bell or
bigh water. We were off und running wilh over 20 members
of the Oceanview Communily Church, the Ladysmith Kinsmen
md qquite o few commumnity volunieers, ncluding Mayor Rob
Hutehing (who spent two days working with us).

= Kinaman Club wil budkd Phasss 2 and 3

Twe ives from Hend Ik 11
were un hand and Lepland Contrscting supphed four workers o
dig holes. Groups were formed o build the various pliyground
structures so they would be ready fur installation,

ABBQ lunch was sel up al one of the neighbour's houses.
Kinsman ¢lub president Bod Ssunders brought all the fxings
ind ladics from Oveanview Church did all the prep and cooked.
In spite of the rain and wind (md cold for out here on the west
coast) everybody had fun,

Tt seemed like o long day, but at the end of it we could really
see our aceomplishment — akmost balf the park was completed!
Phase 1: Mission Accomplished

Sunday, March 13 had o few less volunteers but, with mest
of the prep work done, it really didn’t matter. Al 9 am. we were
off and ruming sgain... well, maybe “off and slogging again’ is
more apt bevause the aren had tumed nto o huge mud pie. By the
end of the duy, we knew we had it licked. The playground was
done except for impact ground cover and cementing the posts.

Finally, on Thursday, March 17, we watched as o whole pile
of kids started rumning, playing and doing whit kids are supposed
1o dol The playground was dong as a community project
speatheaded by the Ladysmith Kinsmen Club,

Kin and Community

Despite horrible, horrible weather and working in the mud
and wind, we buill the first purt of o new playground for kids,
This is what Kinsmen do. This is fun, Sellowship and helping to
maks everybody smile, We hisd many, muny volunteers and
super suppurt from the entire Ladysmith Community.

Our club cannet sy enough about how Ladysmith comes
together and works with us whenever we take on a project and,
because of that, they ere always a huge success, B

The Ladysmith Kinsmen continue to fimdraive and ore working
an Phases 2 and 3 of the park:

KIN MAGAZINE + APRIL / AVRI

Reprmted pages from KIN MAGAZINE from April 2011 - story about phase one of the Ladysmzth Kmsmen Playground pro]ect

Ladysmith insmen - 3



Kin Coante/ Brown Wuvve (Playgronnd
... and what we wanted to achieve!

Approx cost $179,434 +ix

and does not include ground cover ... $14,853

Model No. 15613-1 3D

Phase 1 - $68,898 +ix

ages 5to 12

Phase 2 - $54,921 +x

y ages 5to 12
o .

e T Phase 3 - $55,615 +tx

ages 2to 5

The initial desi i i i
e o ;Z;gk;: :; ;Suebylz‘ed b;/ He;derson Recreation. This plan was presented to the Town of Ladysmith in the 2010. It was lat
phase 2 and phase 2 phase 3. This was done so that the younger children had something to pla;/ on 5050:;’"

BRITISH COLUMBIA OFFICE

Suite 255 - 2906 West Broadway

Vancouver, BC

VeK 263 e
SWiomen

[For Wr. Don Patterson
Ladysmith Kinsman Club.

Ladysmith, B.C.

=
[for Wr.Don Pat

Lysmith Kinsmen O

Ladysmith, BC Greatings Duck

s and L rosponse o th recen equestfor roposa,wa respectily submitour quotaion fr the P2y structures and

cttionfor the pay SIUE equipment described herein.

Groetings DUk flly subrmit our A
1o the rocent reauest " roposal.we 90 A SESORIETION
In 63PN B ibed herein 555  [Suppy ana Delvery o Henderson Tot Srctur model # PW15613R0
s 5 sie) Z755500)  [istallation Supervision -3 days of nstalation Supervsion  Insiuction
oy and Delery of Fenderson Single Seat Motion Toy

oo Secton (o
don Tinsucion
stallation ‘Supervislon L upply and Delivery of UDB Cattail.01
S Dolworyof Henderson 1 Fishy Ml spig seo saw
FE anc Dalwery of Beriner Wigwam dimbing nct

GESCRIPTION
 Dolvery

[Supply ant
T erallation Superv

Todel #1561

ST Paood I
S qa ol I

EEEED
“Sub-Total This play equipment has been designed to comply with
i CANICSAZ614-07 This pi,
 thas been desined t© comply vt 576709 P2 equipmen g
This play eauiPme™ L\ icsaze14-07 T 77166.56} 28 5000 dogigng
[GRAND TOTAL ANCSAZ614.07 ' “O™PY with
gt luded
e be in accordance with C 14.07 e
2614-07 \uotation valid with purchase of all items listed above. d equi
in CANICSAZS" Pment
g inoude aton il be i 2060rS 1 P 0 e he cost of Ful nsalation, st Preparaion, Surfacing, Border, Landscaping o0 Vg w0l
4 equipment nSt2 tems listed 80OV sfacing, Border: L2 Purg) © in a
[Propose itn purchase of all iter e Preparation. SU duotation valid for 60 Days. [Quotation, Lo°% Mot incl 1858 of a1 Cdance
quotation Ve Wib B e costs of Ful installation. .rms 30 days erme 5221 for 50 D”ﬂe the cos of Frtems listeq aom' CANICSA. 764
Quotation W‘\*: :“":;‘ Daye = oo Gonsideration of Gur quotalion s appreciated and we look forward o your 1esponse days ays Ul instailatir, s: . o
 Quotation valid for e
v ook et
rorms 30 days reciated an -
e Gonaderaton @ 4" “Guotation 5 PP Sincerely i Sinceraty
i /)
i 7
cereh Jiat 7
i weyf 4/ Adam Walsh -Playground Consultant A:am o ¥ ii/r/ﬁ
Y/ R orson Recroaton Equipmen Lid- Brfish Columbia oo Pl o,
ound Consutant Contact: 1-800-265-5462 ext. 302 Cor creati Sultany
Adam WORT 'P‘ayg\:w:":qumem Tl grtsh Coubi® Gl 776-2266295 G 92 1800265 g ment N
Henderson RECTo 302 Fax. 604-224-7276 " 778.225.; ext 305 - Brtsh Cory
tact ‘;‘;‘;i‘;’%z . Ermal awalsh@henderson-rocreation com i 2287276 e
cen 1:224-7276 com S"@"e"dersonm
Fax 604 recreation atior
henderson-Tec n.com
Emal awalsh@

Knowl”g that thEJe was no way, even Wlt“ t”e hu (4 Suppo’t rom t”e communit > Could bulld this all at once.... we declded to Spllt the
y
p’ OjeCt ”lto t}” ee phases, 11 ﬂludl easiet plll to Swallow, (lild lfwe Could ilOt dO lt all... ﬂlCil at least the’e Would be Somethl” .
g
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Community support became apparent

— -

o

= R P

Once we knew we were doing it... the support from the
community was tremendous!

Dave Stalker Excavating came to us and offered
anything we needed that they could do. We took them up
on their offer and got them to do all the removal of the old
playground and the site prep for the new structures.

This actually involved a few trips, hauling equipment,
back to the site for Stalker.

Coastal Trucking contributed all the trucking to take out
all the old gravel ground cover and bring in new fill.

Many businesses came to us and
offered help.

Jerry Lealand, from Lealand
Contracting came forward and
WANTED to be part of the project. He
offered us a crew to build the retaining
walls for the new playground.

Working in the dirt in November and
December, on the west coast, is not

worked very hard for us. Along with
site prep he also supplied equipment
and crews when we were actually
doing the playground construction
phases.

Ny ;I"Fl-_..-\.l__
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Kinsmen Club
Zomerxe °fLadysmith

... and then came the fundraising!

Event: .
Family

27
. Sunday, June
When 4:00 - 7:00pm

Where: Aggie Hall

: .o Funds for thsa
WHY: 'Il‘{(;f 12"::& / Brown Drive

Adventure Playground

Cost: $2.50 per person

d refreshmen S.
ers hotdogs an resam t
[oin us f(i)r burgers, ’ .

There W 11 be free balloons face paint ng

!
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

Our very first fundraiser was a success! On the left is
the flyer that all the local merchants handed out for
us. The top picture shows a volunteer making animal
balloons and below that is a picture of the lady face
painting and children colouring. The picture below
shows families lined up to get their tickets for burgers.

Our first ‘real” fundraiser was held on
Sun., June 27,2010. It really caught us
off guard!!! We thought we would have
about 100 people but when we opened the
doors, at 4 pm, there was over 150 people
waiting!!!! It was a huge success!!!

The kids had a great time with balloons,
face painting and as it turned out to be a

beautiful day, many families had a picnic
and enjoyed getting together. By the time
we cleaned up we had served over 400
burgers!!!! We raised over $2,000.00!

Ladysmith Kinsmen - 6
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Kin Canada

. : === . .
\Welalllanticipatedithelstart!PAboveiKinsmemnmemberstasiwell as gy s ity Church and Ki
= . ; i
community volunteers g?t read)'/ to start construction of phase one Members of the Oceanview C(;lm;"::? st{uctu”e in phase one.
during spring break 2011 help erect the platform for the

nsmen

[ —

i wastamiserablddaylbutthatdidnoystoplourlclublandlovers30fcommunity)
volunteerslfiomicomingloutiandigeitinggphaseloneicompleted!]

playground at Kin Park.

It had actually happened! There had
been times we weren’t sure it could
happen but when we saw the number of |
volunteers from the community come |
out...we knew that we could do it. It had
been a miserable weekend but it did not
stop the project from being completed!



Communi

This article was written for Kin Maga- ;
zine in October 2011 by the Ladysmith
Kinsmen Club. It is a continuation of the
original article that ran in Kin Magazine

in April 2011.

The weekend of July 8,9 & 10, 2011 was
another great success for the Ladysmith
Kinsmen Club and their efforts in rebuild-
ing the adventure playground at Kin Park in

Ladysmith.

That weekend was the big work-party to
construct Phase 2 of the $250,000 project.

Compared to Phase One, which we did
at spring break in March, this one was like
heaven. For Phase One we had wind, rain
and almost freezing temperatures, where for
Phase 2 it was warm, sunny and WAHOO it

was dry!!!

A little over a year ago, when the club
first decided that we HAD to rebuild the
playground at Kin Park, we had no idea that
we would be this far along. We had hoped
that we would be able to raise enough to
have the first part done by this summer let
alone have two-thirds of it done by the time

summer began!!!

With the slow economy and having
raised enough for Phase One, we were
wondering how we could make the second

phase happen.

We had applied for a gaming grant back
in the fall of 2010 with little expectations of
getting anything! There had been all sorts
of “news” about the cut-backs, etc. Well,
to our surprise in the mid-spring 2011
we received notice that we had been given
a $45,000 grant from the B.C. Gaming
Commission to go towards the park. Wow,

were we excited! We had almost $8,000 left
over from phase one and we did have a few
commitments but we needed a cornerstone
and that one did it. Once we knew about it
we approached the Town of Ladysmith and
they committed another $10,000 as well

as the Ladysmith & District Credit Union

came onboard again.

The folks from the Oceanview Com-
munity Church once again approached us
about doing some fundraising. The pastor
dude from the church had an idea. Why not
have a huge omelette cook-off on Father’s
Day (“Eggs Benefit”). They approached a
local egg processing plant and they jumped
at the idea. Island Gold Eggs was so excited,
they said not only could we have all the eggs

we wanted, they would supply staff to help
put it together as well as work on the day.

Kin (onte/ Brown Dnive (Playgeound

shtth 5%, Kin Canada
Z ' /3 C Kinsmen Club
g ’ ’ T °Ladysmith

Y SURRER IS & MUSE.

We were happy when we did phase two, the weather was so much better than a couple of

months earlier when we started on phase one. In this picture a couple of the neighbours
are helping to finish the “barn” in phase two.

We ap-
proached local
businesses and
everybody
thought it was a
unique idea and
we were off. It’s
not an omelette
without mush-

rooms and Max’s
Mushrooms, from
Port Alberni, of-
fered to give us 50
Ibs of mushrooms
free... in fact they
even sliced them
for us. 50 Ibs of
sliced mushrooms
is a hell of a lot of
mushrooms. Island
Farms Dairy do-

tford and .
s Ladysmith Kinsmen

These clubs mix partnering,
research, grant writing fand
sweat equity to maximize
their impact

BY KAREN PIOVATY

and attracted about 4,000 pe?ple This
past August, the number of 1ib lovers
swelled to over 22,000 Tom Sevlef an‘d
Doug Linn, Ribfest co-chairs credit this

As they say, “it takes a village to 1aise
2 child” and the same could be said for
hosting a major event or building 2

“As an organization, if we want to
continue to make our communities
better and fun... we need to have the
support of the entire community.

To get there, we need to show that )
we can do projects thatare a benefit
to everybody; but on top of that, )
we need to make sure we recognize
those who help us.

The bottom line is that we won't
be able to do these projects without
their support.”

Don ‘Duck’ Paterson
Ladysmith Kinsmen

sizeable community project.

In this day and age when countless )
groups are competing for support (m.ora
and financial), volunteers and attention,
it takes time, effort and some savvy
smarts to pull it together and make it

phenomenal success to the club’s .707
year history, mentoring by other \?ﬂ)fsst
organizers, lots of research, the City

of Brantford and partners such as the
local media.

Similarly, the Ladysmith Kinsmen are
relying on the support of community
businesses, local dignitaries, church
volunteers and the Town of Ladysmith to
rebuild the $250,000 adventure playground

in Park.
* l;}‘x:se 1 of the playground was featured
in the April 2011 online issue of KIN
Magazine and Phase 2 Was completed
this summer. Above and beyond wet and

a success. )
The Brantford, Ont. and Ladysmith,
B.C. Kinsmen leverage their great
reputations in the community and past
successes to attract partners, (‘icnors,
volunteers and money for their future

projects.
The Brantford Kinsmen Ribfest held
their first annual event in August 2010

windy weather conditions 1tlhatdc;m pslow
. ‘ :
nated the mllk and things dow@ the costs really a o e
when supplies need to e ferried to
dise T and Para_ island. )
. ‘As business people heard that Phase
dise Island Foods o andervay slocal kg ompany
offered to go to the mainlan an
donated 75 Ibs of " e goad. A local concrte compary
as there, again, to donate cemen!
grated Cheese. Lady_ \;llocal contracting company loaned both
i heir equipment and a crew of four o
Smlth ; Mayor’ ROb ;eelgthe building effort.
| 1t sure makes the job easier when you
HutChlns’ donated have a few professionals working with
e volunteers,” says Paterson.
th ham by Bouma " fore 2010, the rantord Kimsmen
ed a Ribfest and several
Neats e loc T ouem b to one, Sevier and
Meats, the local
butcher, donated all

14 KINMagazine October 2011

the ham. He even

diced it for us. It was continued on next page
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Kin (onte/ Brown Drive (Playground

Linn went to a few Ribfests in sou(he.xn
Ontario and connected with the service
groups who organized them.

“The Rotarians in Uxbridge were
particularly helpful,” Sevier reports.
“They gave us tips on what to do and

pitfalls to avoid,” says Linn- .
Sevier ran a one-man Ribfest researc
department and scoured the internet for
information on all the Ribfests in North B
America. “Ribbers are a different breed,
e concludes. “They make lhe'u’vmoney
selling ribs but they're really in it for the
‘Pig Ratings” and bragging x1gh§. It's 1:\0(
like they get a big cash award; if they're
they get a trophy.”
lucsks?\';ier ;’ngd Linn started the local ball
rolling by calling their contacts at the
Brantford Parks and Recreation De.par(-
ment. Lori-Dawn Cavin, Community
Events Coordinator, worked with the
co-chairs and suggested they combine
the Ribfest with the Town Criers 2011
provincial Championship competition.

OCKSHUTT PARK
“at first it seemed like an odd combi cﬁuﬁ 7-1 90
nation,” says Sevier, “but it brought out ;

a lot of people during the day — people f
who might not have attended a )}xbfest.
David McKee, Brantford’s official tf:wn
exier, has won the provincial champion-
ship five times and had second-place
showing at the world Competmon‘lrv\
2001, McKee and the crier competition
did a lot of their own advertising and
promoting which attracted both locals
and visitors to the combined events.
Cavin also suggested the Kinsmen

bigger and better.

and commercial vendors.

Above and on previous page

which got them an additional $10,000.
They combined the grant ‘thh the $2,000
profit from Ribfest 2010 with the sole
goal of making the second annual event

The Kinsmen rented roadside signage
and purchased a banner to span Wayne
Gretzky Parkway, 2 major Brantford artery.
They hired area musicians to play at the
event which not only entertained the

crowds but also attracted their loyal fans.
The park grounds also boasted midway
and Kid's Zone for children and other food

In Ladysmith, the partnership of

“The pastor Dude’ (Darin Phillips) and
i i nity Church
jon Grant  his Oceanview Commu!
apply for a Community Foundation Gra

are two pages copied fro

$39.00 a cu. yard

cost $1,700 each
trip. Sure as hell
doesn’t take long

add up, but folks

were starting to

congregation translated into a whole lot
of fun, fellowship and fundtaxsmg: This.

year, the pastor approached the Klnsmel":
with the idea of holding an “Eggs Benefit

omelette cook-off on Father’s Day.

The church did all the organizing and
getting eggs donated from Island Gold
Eges, mushrooms from Max’s Mushrooms,
milk and cream from Island Farms Dairy
and 75 pounds of grated cheese from
paradise Island Foods. The Pastor rallied

able to get going
and again the

support started
coming in.

. N a
many local dignitaries, government an

committed another $10,000 and t‘he
Ladysmith and District Credit Union
also got on board again,” says Paterson.
“I hope that I'll be able to report on the
finished last phase of the Ladysmith Kmh
Playground in the early summer gf' 2012

As for the Brantford Kinsmen, it's
unlikely that they will almost sextuple
attendance at Ribfest 2012 but they are
Still looking to make it bigger and better
than ever. Stay tuned!

to the mainland
ground cover at

ing the cost of
the ferries. Also
Mayco Concrete
was there, again,
and told us just

October 2011 KIN Magazine 15

m Kin Magazine that

incorporated the article the club had submitted on the completion of phase two . = 11 hen we
in

of the playground project.

continued from previous page
really coming together and all the prep
work we thought we would have was being
done for us.

The pastor dude (Darin Phillips) ap-
proached many locals to help us cook the
omelettes. We had the high school prin-
cipal, the RCMP Staff Sgt., the fire chief,
the mayor, the director of Parks & Rec,
the president of the Chamber of Com-
merce, the Kin President (Kin Diesel) and
many other local “celebrities”!!! It was a

huge pile of fun. The event was held in the
Oceanview Community Church parking
lot and the weather was great and it was by
donation only. I could go on, but the final
outcome was that we raised over $4,500!!!!
Huge success and a great family event.
Although the “playground” portion of
Phase 2 was costing $58,000 (+tax) there
were other items that we also had to cover
such as the ground cover and the transpor-
tation of it over to the island. The FiBar

needed the ce-
ment for the footings and other apparatus...
“we are donating it”!!!
This portion of the playground required
a bit more “expertise” as a lot of it was
stand alone playthings but they had to be
positioned at the right heights and angles.
Jerry Lealand, from Lealand Contracting,
stepped forward and gave us all the equip-
ment and a crew of 4 to help set it all up
and start the construction. It sure makes
the job easier when you have a few profes-
sionals working with volunteers.

This project has progressed faster than
we had envisioned! The Ladysmith Kins-
men figure we are almost a year ahead of
where we thought we would be at this time
and are dam proud of it. Projects like this,
though, do not happen without commu-
nity support and we are thankful for it.

Many, many businesses, organizations and
individuals know what Kinsmen is all about
and what they do and it shows, especially
when we do these types of projects. Kin can
get things done... but it does take time and

a fair amount of effort to make these things

, 8.C.

(woodchip ground
cover) was costing

and we needed 130
cu. yds. As the truck
could only take 100
yards at a time, we
‘¥ had to get two ship-
ments which would

for the “extras” to

hear that we were

business people to cook the omelettes. A local truck-
ised i ng. .

Over $4,500 was raised in one morni

The Kinsmen had applied for B.C. Lot mg company

i in the fall of .

Gaming Commission Grant in I ( )
010 and, to their surprise, they received Ryler Truckm g
Jotice in mid-spring 2011 that they were stepped forward
getting $45,000.

“Once we knew about the grant, we and Offered to go
approached the Town of Ladysmith who

and transport the

their cost includ-

%

o

ofLadysmith
happen.

We decided that after Phase 2 we would
take the summer off.. well not really as we
are also working with the local First Nation
(Stz’uminus) youth ball hockey team on
rebuilding their outdoor arena.

... BUT we still have one more phase to
go on the playground at Kin Park. Phase

There is another big dollar item... $63,000.
This phase is for the older (6 to 13) kids and
is more unique. More climbing and mov-
ing apparatus... and we are again going to
have to go back out to the community for
support. Our goal is to (hopefully) have this

final phase finished off by the beginning of
summer 2012! It’s going to be interesting
and tough because there is only so much
money around, especially in small towns,
but we’ll try.

As an organization if we want to con-
tinue to make our communities better and
fun, with projects like this, we need to have
the support of the entire community. To
get there we need to show that we can do
projects that are a benefit to everybody...

but on top of it make sure we recognize
those who help us.... the bottom line is that

we won't be able to do those projects with-
out their support.

Even though it’s ground up wood, the
ground cover was very expensive. Almost
$39 a yard. We were fortunate that Ryler
Trucking donated all the transportation
costs to get the Fibar and bring it to us
including the cost of the ferries from the
mainland. The Town donated equipment
and operators to spread it.

Ladysmith Kinsmen - 9
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Kin (Pant/ Brown Wvive Playgronnd
Phase 2 was quick to follow!

i N

o

»
:

\'.

Some of the neighbours and Kin drilling the
holes for the Jeep 4x4 in phase two.

Phase two was a bit of a breeze. The structure was
smaller than the first but what really made it nice was the

weather! Phase one we had typical “west coast torrential”
rain the entire time, but for phase 2 it was beautiful.

g 7141, A
taking shape. The structures an
erson Playground Equipment was
when following the instructions.

The Tot Structure, above,

equipment supplied by Hend
fairly easy to put together ...

e pemm——

! \ |
aking shape with the help.from
bers of Ladysmith Council!

[ —

Phase two was designed for the younger “players” in the new playground.
It has more “hands on” equipment that moves and bounces.
Ladysmith insmen - (0

The Tot Structure really t
neighbours and mem
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T °fLadysmith

and more fun fundraising!

Event: Burger Beverage & Movue

8 Family,
"':":;:\ Time

When: Sundoy, November 14th

Where: A99'e H““

Funds for the
WHY: Tzr:‘ggﬁ‘ / Brown Drive
Adventure Playgroun

n
. .00 per perso ily movie.
C?ﬂ,; us fors birgers ‘l)mtdogs, POPC?;:nc;n?i;\fgz:g & more!
. ns, face pd d
et WE H HO :(2‘0:’0 SEE YOU THERE!

The Movie and Family Fun Time fundraiser was hugely

successful! One of the things our club discovered in doing these
types of events was...

we might not have raised HUGE dollars but
the fun that children and moms and dads had was great. It actually

generated interest in the club just by us being there and putting on
events that were family oriented

Eacelpaintingawasifuntandwelhadlantiststdonate!
Mtﬁm@ﬂdpmﬂ@ﬁmm

mmm of,?
W

- had the hard plasttc seats!:

lm/ymuw Kz’mmcn -
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PHASE 3

e need you to help us fundraise

rk is up, Phase 2 is paid for and now © e melotte (loaded with great

hase of the park. Come out an_d enjoy
t breakfast and make a donation

Kin (onte/ Brown Dnive (Playgeound
This one was amazing!!! It was one of the most fun
things we had done in years. e g QS
be built.
In early 2011 Pastor Dude came up with the idea to BENEFI T
they would supply. The plan was to get as many “local’
celebrity chefs as possible and folks could get their 40
many others. It was a hoot.
ALL of the ingredients were donated and it was
It was the biggest success and when all the egg Phese 1 of ihe b

Once again the folks (and Pastor Dude) from the
have an “eggs benefit” with all funds going to the new + tundraising project to see Brown Drive Kid's Park rebull
omelette cooked by the chef of their choice. We had
held in the parking lot of the Oceanview Church. The § \ = > | i g
shells had settled we ha raised over $4,800!! All from ~ toeeine=ne®e®

Oceanview Community Church asked if they could

playground. He lined up the folks from Island Eggs

over 20 chefs including the mayor, the high school

church, in fact, even postponed their normal service

donaio‘ - Sunday June 19th

... and then even more fundraising!
help. They really believed that the entire project could
and they jumped at it. As many eggs as we wanted
principal, the RCMP Staff Sgt., fire chief and many, | 8 M - | .
until the Sunday evening.
¢ Oceanview Community Church: 9.30a - 2B

e — =" 3

1 kin out to L
’s see this park pleted with eggce d'|So get crackl < N
|:c‘esa:\liew Community Church (381 Davis Roa )! e
A
: i Club of N
sponsored and supported by: C?:Mf’::;;:::“ { ‘ : s‘\
- - 5 ~
W] WE OCEANVIEW Tw b %R R
sz I COMMUNITY CHURCH _~{’,_\ e ) i
I AN <[ WA
e ’

“Pastor Dude” Darrin Phillips (in shorts) making the announcement
of the amazing total. Pictured to the right is one of the many line-
ups of eager customers. Bottom left picture shows the team of ‘egg

crackers” in the kitchen and bottom right more of the celebrity chefs.

it o

b

$

‘ b

D

- -

JKin president, Rod Saunders, cooks omelettes, beside Mayor Rob

. WWHutchins and Parks & Rec member Denny Forrest. Just 3 of over
20 celebrity chefs that helped make this event a huge success!

Ladysmith Kinsmen - (2
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and different fundraising ideas

On the left is a copy of the
poster we made to launch our
last fundraiser. One of the
mothers, on the committee,
came up with the idea that we
might be able to capitalize on
the decision to quit making
pennies.

The (i

The final fundraiser was
probably the “most eye
catching” and one that we
got a HUGE response from.

During this whole project
we also had help from a
“committee”. A few mothers
from around the park area
also wanted to see a new
playground built as soon as
possible. They said that when
we did fundraising, etc they
wanted to help. They were
huge in getting the garage sale
organized as well as supplying
helpers for the Root Beer event
and the Movie Night fundrasier.

poe g
. W\
ive Kln park Gapysess®

bui ihe BT‘OW“ Dri

v 0|=_s

ound or A

pennies just ‘V'“g ar

When one of them heard of If you have t doesn’t
the “demise” of the penny she sitting in a jar, the govemme:no w what
came forward with the idea of a want them anymore BUT we
“penny drive”! This went over they can be used for| 63,000 10
well. on

The three local schools The Kinsmen are Vefr yni;:;;f’\g t:,)ta|
organized events and classroom go!!!) to the 1u final phase of the
competitions. One of the schools for Phase Ill which is the - varound!
parents committee even came up Brown Drive/Kin Park playg Kinsmen
with the idea of having a “copper n be depo osited into the*
mining day” and all the students They c@ nd account” at the
dressed as miners and “mined” for Playgrot

ct Credit Union
pennies. This was held at Kin Park Ladysmith & Distri

-619-3112

where the playground was being or call 250~ 245-2263 or 250-61
built. for pickup

We had seniors calling and asking
us to pickup their pennies. There This well, the adventqre
were also collection cans placed fundraiser is actually playground, the Kinsmen bul!t, at
in businesses and to top it off the still going on. There are still some Transfer Beach 20 years ago is seeing
Ladysmith and District Credit Union things the club would like to do at some pretty heavy duty wear and tear.
was forced to buy a “coin counter” the playground such as lights and If we continue this fundraiser it will
as they could not keep up with the sprinklers and the committee and give the club a good nest egg to start
response just from people walking in  Kinsmen felt that we might be able to ~ ©If With when we tackle that one in a
with baggies of pennies. accomplish these “cosmetic” items. couple of years!

Ladysmith Einsmen - (3
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... and we finally made it! Phase 3!

o

Pictured{on the left are members put-
tinggthe}Berliner Neptune Climbing Net

-""t’gther. Ifiyou look just to the right of

Athatibehind the Xwave is the mayor of

. Ifadysmith helping to level the Fibar

‘ ground cover.

Pictured below are
members and neighbours
working on the final
touches of phase three.

e
A

July 6th and 7th, 2012 was the weekend we
constructed the final phase... Phase 3!!!
This was even a surprise to us!

We honestly weren’t sure we would even
make it this far, but we did. The support
from the community really made it all

ub starting 10 erect

‘ S =
older kids. Heye Ki Challengmg Structures, e members of t Berliner Neptune

.It; =l e Kinsmen Cl
men and neighbours are ; S meant for the pictured here ar

ish the
. ' T be used to finish
€ Accent X Waves go toge o8t figureour o scaffolding that will be

how th
ther! climbing net-

Ladysmith insimen - (¢
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Tongerse °fLadysmith

Now we let the world know!!!
and THANK everybody!!!

o

You Are Invited To The We had finally done it

and we needed to let the
world know. Projects
such as this, especially in
small towns, are few and
- -
of the-ele_nsmSJn Playg@ud

far between.
: » Sept. 29

{
¥
- )
)
=
-y
8,
[
<

When we can get a
§ whole pile of volunteers
together along with the
B"OWnp "'D.,ki" [ ZYV&d business community and
> Colop; UL 3 B other clubs it is something
mw N Ay AN to brag about.
1V NNl Through the efforts of
A ' S8 the Ladysmith Kinsmen
Nl —7=14 Club and HUGE help

: & from the community... the
: children and families of

N ;!’;;.‘ $240,000. Not just in
ey dollars but there was over
2 =¥ 3,200 hours of time spent

_ < LR 3 S \WEES by volunteers. A fair
A ‘ ] : .. E sy ﬁ» | I y e -

amount of that time was
4 A Ade

in very miserable wet,
: hiaérs of tHe Ladysmith Kinsmen Club wish to thank the community for the

cold weather, but when

Th -mé . the dust (mud)settled.....
fantastic support on this amazing project. It has been a lot of fun, but it would not have WE HAD FUN!

happened without the generous support of the people, businesses and organizations of
Ladysmith and area. In two years our community has raised over $230,000.00 to make
sure that the children (of all ages) have an amatzing place to play and have fun.

At the very start,
our members were

disheartened by the
o . . .
The Kinsmen wish to thank the following for their help in making the playgrho‘und happen...| fact that the Town was
i . « Jan Christensen - Terra North Inc. . .
« The Town of Ladysmlth : R_ocky Crz:l( Homes : \fie“owl;’oint e * Ross & Melanie Davis demohshlng one Of
LB o iy E&baer?gl Doreen Delcourt + PPW.C, Local 2 - Crofton « Hillside Medical Centre .
:géghsia;ﬁggnﬁxﬁrﬁt? %‘_hurch « Dayton and Knight Ltd. « Bastion Law Group :{-m?dg( Kﬁgﬂsee rl‘\lli(t)gs the 1cons Of our Club .
« Ladysmith & District Credit Union « The Harder Foundation + Wally Churchill e P Brandy-Lin .
* Dave Stalker Excavating . Festivalljof Li'gr}\‘t(s:h i Chronicle . E:;? E?/rtzgfging & Marine « Mid-Island Co-op Somethlng that the
. i « The Ladysmit emainus Chronicl . ! i : :
e uniton e e 0 gty O o e e | community knew us
« Howie and Colleen Davis « Eagles Le « Dyno Nobel |
o « R.C. Legion Branch 171 +0ld Town Bakery ync |
. aﬂgx;oBﬁﬁgﬂztgupply . Ladysmgith Legion Ladies Auxiliary . :_slz‘ajnd S?(K"Aﬁmc.[aﬁ-‘itog;tg? {\-lnlljjl;‘eéit(;ag:\(l)irr:g by ..... but When 1t all
i . -Ninth Parallel Groce « Ladysmi
:?;3"6 Daughters Post #7 . [grjt;smirt]h Pu‘gﬁce\!ﬂlorks C?!ew « Atchison Palmer Co. Ltd. . St_ﬁve a:jng CbachY g:l‘;ﬁ settled we had done even
. Briars1 Marshall + Ladysmith Fire & Rescue - Dr. Jim Guild (High St. Dental) gl}ll?:andeluamta Holland .
« Pharmasave Downtown Ladysmith . Hlendersoanlayg:jogn_cliqumgmerlmt . yllflg:rs:‘ttss Ifizf I\%grnetessori - A1 the PENNY DONATORS & rollers better. .. not Only dld we
«Ti i ig O Ti « Slegg Lumber and Building Supply * VI . k ) .
Tim Mitton Big O Tire and all others whogielped to make it happen. If we missed you we APOILOGIZE, it was a big Rro;ect!!! ) haVe anew and blgger
.without community support from these and others, projects such as this wouldn't be able to happen in our'co;nml;lnlt}/. )
Please support local businesses and thank them for their generous support as they put back into the community for all of us. park’ but it was s afer’

... and THANK YOU to all the volunteers on the various fundraisers and projects!!! had more activities,

Above is a copy of the advertising that the Ladysmith Kinsmen paid for to announce and invite the but it had a warranty and
public to the Grand Opening of the new playground. We also wanted to acknowledge all who helped would last for many, many
and to make sure that the community knew how and who made this huge project happen! years.
Ladysmith insimen - (5



TOWN OF LADYSMITH

410 Esplanade, P.O, Box 220, Ladysmith, B.C. V9G 1A2
Municipal Hall (250) 245-6400 © Fax (250) 245-6411 * info@ladysmith.ca ® www.ladysmith.ca

LADYSMITH

April 4, 2013 Qur File: 0230-20

Kinsmen Club of Ladysmith
P.O. Box 324
Ladysmith, B.C. VOG 1A3

Attn: Duck Paterson
Dear Mr. Paterson:

RE: COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD SUBMISSION- KIN PARK/BROWN DRIVE
PLAYGROUND

It gives me great pleasure, as Mayor of the Town of Ladysmith and on behalf of our entire
community, to write this letter of support for the Kinsmen Club of Ladysmith submission for
the Kinsmen Service Award.

When the Town was forced to tear down the popular Kin Park playground in Kin Park/Brown
Drive Park because it was rotting and had become too dangerous, the community felt the
loss greatly. It left the whole north end of our town with no playground structure for kids of
any age. Ours is a community that believes strongly in being healthy and active right from
birth - how were our children supposed to stay active, to play outside together, to minimize
time on their computers and televisions, if the playground equipment was gone? For this
segment of our community, a safe and fun playground was a great need.

The Kinsmen Club of Ladysmith stepped up to meet that need as they have done so many
times for our community. They spearheaded fund raising efforts and inspired other groups
to do their own fundraising, and over the course of three years, raised well over $200,000 in
the community for the new playground. But they did so much more than that. They set the
pace for the volunteer work crews on several ‘playground raising’ days, they recruited
volunteers from throughout the community to help, and they secured in-kind contributions of
labour, equipment and supplies, and they engaged an entire community from large and
small businesses, churches and schools to service clubs, community organizations and
community members old and young.

Today, the Kin Park playground is bigger and better than it ever was. We are especially

fortunate that the new version also includes an area designed especially for older children
and their imaginations.

e 4
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The playground is a shining legacy of the Ladysmith Kinsmen Club. But there is another,
perhaps even more important legacy this remarkable group has given to our community: a
stronger sense of community among all those who took part in the playground project. For
example, fundraisers that started for the playground have now become annual events
raising money for other worthy causes in Ladysmith, No matter how hig or small their
contribution to the project, those who took part are proud of what they built and ready to do
more for their community in some way.

The playground is just ane example of how the Kinsmen Club of Ladyamith has contributed
to our community. There are s0 many others - organizing the annual Ladysmith Days
Parade and the Festival of Lights Santa Claus Parade, annual drives for the Food Bank,
construction of a facility to store all the lights and decorations for Ladysmith's huge annual
Festival of Lights, donations of sports equipment for our youth, building a gazeho to mark
the start of our much-loved Holland Creek Trail, repainting the massive adveniure
playground at Transfer Beach which they built over a decade ago, just to name a few.

Whether they are leading a project or working alongside other community members on
someone else’'s project, you can always count on the Ladysmith Kinsmen Club. The Club
deserves a lot of credit for helping to make our community the wonderful, caring and
generous place that it is. Not only do they enhance the quality of life in our community -
they provide a Tine example of service, fellowship and positive values to fellow comimunity
members, and especially to our youth.

| trust | have been able to convey our community's gratitude to the Ladysmith Kinsmen Club.
They are truly deserving of the Community Service Award and our whale community will be
delighted to congratulate them when they win.

Sincerely, .
‘-;7 '_,.1'
o

Rab Hutchins
Mayor



April 6, 2013 'L a 'F F

LADYSMITH

To whom it may concern: FAMILY & FRIENDS
RESOURCE PROGRAM

Re: Letter of support for Kinsmen Club of Ladysmith

Ladysmith Family and Friends (LaFF) is an accredited member of the Association of Family Resource Programs
of BC serving families with 21 hours of programming and 204 hours of direct contact each week. LaFF provides
a safe, inclusive, accessible, supportive environment where parents and caregivers of children 0 to 6 years old
meet to promote the development of happy, healthy, and nurturing families through interactive play, as well as
family related resources and programs. We currently serve 475 families and have logged over 16,000 visits in
the past year in programming such as Morning’s with LaFF, Family Frolics, SEWcial Night, LaFFternoons, LaFF
Outside and numerous programs offered seasonally within the community.

Our LaFF Outside program connects children, families, youth, seniors and community members with local parks
creating awareness and appreciation for nature and the environment. It reinforces the importance and fun of
physical activity for the entire family and creates meaningful outdoor experiences that families may otherwise
not have, serving as an outreach activity to an underserved population.

LaFF Outside began in 2011 at Brown Drive Park as an alternative to our morning program when our facility
was booked for another community event. Back then the original playground structure at Brown Drive Park
was removed. Plans for a new one were in the works and we used the location and green space anyways, since
it was ideal for our families, while eagerly anticipating the new playground. The response from our families
was positive and surveys later that year strongly suggested that LaFF expand its outdoor programming. Today
we host 10 outside events and Brown Drive Park has become our home for LaFF Outside. We truly believe that
the new play structures constructed by the Kinsmen Club of Ladysmith are a large part of our successful
outdoor program.

The great work that the Kinsmen Club of Ladysmith has done to Brown Drive Park and the new playground has
provided the community of Ladysmith a much needed space to play for all ages. The playground is spacious,
has a large variety of climbing structures, slides, and imagination stations that entertain children and their
families for hours. LaFF is grateful to the Kinsmen Club of Ladysmith for all they have done for children and
their families and we are honored to call Brown Drive Park home for LaFF Outside. The Kinsmen club of
Ladysmith have successfully given the community a safe, accessible, and inviting environment for all to enjoy.

Yours Sincerely,

i

Jacquie Neligan
Executive Director

LaFF, Box 1830 (1110 -1st Ave.), Ladysmith, BC Canada V9G1B4 | ~ i -ilnv 1 |affexecutivedirector@shaw.ca
www.familyandfriends.ca
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